National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development
Workshop on Prevention of Gender Biased Sex Selective Elimination and Female Infanticide
Dates: 20-22 November , 2019
Venue: NIPCCD Headquarters, New Delhi
Workshop Design

As per Census 2011, India has 16.45 Crore children in the age group 0-6 years and 37.24
Crore children in the age group 0-14 years which constitute 13.59% and 30.76% of the total
population(121.1 Crore) respectively. Although, compared to Census 2001, the child population has
increased over the years in the Country but there has been a considerable decline in the Child Sex
Ratio from 927 (2001) to 918 in the year 2011. As per National Family Health Survey-4(NFHS2015-16), Sex ratio at birth for children born in the last five years stands at 899 for Urban area and
927 for Rural area. The data not only indicates that Gender Biased Sex Selective Elimination and
Female Infanticide remain rampant in our society but also draws attention to the deep rooted cultural
beliefs leading to bias against the girl child and depriving her of the basic fundamental rights such as
right to life; right against exploitation and right to equality, as enshrined in the Constitution of India.
The girl child become target of abuse in all caste, class and societies as most parents consider their
daughters, born or unborn, as an economic liability due to poverty, dowry demands at the time of
marriage and issues related to upbringing and safety of girls. They try to get rid of the burden of
raising the girl child by deliberate killing of newborn female child or by aborting foetus, if it is a girl
after sex determination test. It is realized that the introduction of technology in health sector has
strengthened the sex selective abortions in India and in most places, female infanticide has been
replaced by the practice of Gender Biased Sex Selective Elimination.
The sex determination of the foetus has become much easier; cheaper and within easy reach
of different strata of the society. Many women undergo sex selective abortions or kill female foetus
either out of social norms fostering son’s preference or due to familial pressure from their husbands
or the in-laws or even from their own parents causing them physical and mental trauma. Although,
law forbids the sex determination tests, they still continue to have their hold in the Indian society.
The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act
(PC&PNDT Act), 2003 is an important tool for addressing sex selective eliminations. The main
purpose of the act is to prohibit and regulate the use of diagnostics techniques before and or after
conception for sex determinations leading to sex selective elimination of foetus. The provision of the
act encompasses creating institutional mechanisms and providing tools to monitor the use of
diagnostic techniques for prohibiting sex selection. There is provision of punishment and penalty for
those who violate provisions of PC & PNDT Act. Also, institutional mechanisms have been
constituted at the State and District levels to intensify processes for effective implementation of the
provisions of the act for combatting gender biased sex selective elimination.
The Government of India has taken various other initiatives to stop this ever-growing
menace. The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD), being the nodal agency for
women and children, works in a holistic manner to protect the rights and address the concerns of
women and children through its multifaceted policies and programmes. A major recent and
comprehensive initiative to improve the Child Sex Ratio and ensure girls education for achieving
gender equality was launch of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme. The scheme focused on multisectoral interventions in 100 gender critical districts, where the Child Sex Ratio was very low. The

multi-sectoral interventions included implementation of the PC &PNDT Act, strengthening
community action, improving retention of girls in elementary and secondary schools, ensuring the
availability of functional toilets for girls, capacity-building and sensitization of government officials
and grass-roots functionaries. These interventions was supplemented by a national media campaign.
Beside this, the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme is another such unique
programme, operational since 1975, which addresses the challenge of providing pre-school education
on one hand and breaking the vicious cycle of malnutrition, morbidity, reduced learning capacity and
mortality, on the other. The Ministry had also initiated comprehensive schemes such as, Scheme for
Adolescent Girls in order to empower and address the developmental issues of adolescent girls and
Integrated Child Protection Scheme to build a protective environment for children in difficult
circumstances, as well as other vulnerable children, through Government-Civil Society Partnership.
Further, widespread campaigns promoting the rights of the girl child have been undertaken both by
the Government and voluntary organizations in order to achieve gender balance in the society by
combatting Gender Biased Sex Selective Elimination and female infanticide.
However, as the foetal sex-determination technology has become increasingly available and
family size preferences have declined considerably, changes in patriarchal norms have not kept pace,
and strong son preference continues to prevail in India. Despite various initiatives, it is realized that
the Child Sex Ratio is constantly declining and the plight of girl child remains a cause of National
concern, especially considering the demographic and social problems confronting the country in the
coming years. It is accepted that efforts cannot take place in isolation and spreading awareness
through cohesive and concerted efforts by all the stakeholders can go a long way in saving the girl
child. The Government and Voluntary Organizations can together play a vital role in educating
people regarding the rights of the girl child, protecting them from harmful traditional practices, deep
rooted beliefs and enabling girls of all ages to acquire the knowledge and skills to improve their
status in the society. There is an imperative need for sensitizing various stakeholders regarding the
importance of girl child in order to reinforce the view that she is an asset and not a burden on the
family. Keeping this in view, the Institute proposes to organize a Workshop on Prevention of
Gender Biased Sex Selective Elimination and Female Infanticide from 20-22 November, 2019 at
its premises in New Delhi.
Objectives:
The main objectives of the workshop will be to:
 orient the participants about status of girl child in India with emphasis on gender biased sex
selective elimination and female infanticide;
 sensitize the participants about the consequences of declining sex ratio and child sex ratio;
 familiarize the participants with various Government policies, rights, legislations and
schemes related to girl child; and
 provide a forum to discuss and evolve strategies for prevention of gender biased sex selective
elimination.
Contents:
The workshop contents will broadly cover : status of children in India with emphasis on girl
child; declining child sex ratio; health status of Indian women; an analysis of critical issues
(reproductive health, psychological and physiological impact of abortions on the health of women);
factors affecting gender biased sex selective elimination and female infanticide and its
consequences; tools and techniques of sex-determination and policies, rights, legislations; schemes
related to the girl child.

Participants:
There will be about 30-35 participants from all over the country, comprising senior and
middle level officials of government/non-governmental organizations (NGOs) engaged in
programmes for welfare and development of girl child.
Methodology:
The participants will be provided conducive learning environment and participatory approach
will be adopted during the workshop. Various training techniques like lecture, group discussion,
group exercise, will be used in the workshop. Besides the faculty of the Institute, resource persons
will be drawn from government, non-government organizations and other academic/ technical
institutions with relevant expertise in the subject matter and experience. Active participation of
trainees and sharing of experiences would serve as a valuable resource enriching the learning
process. The study material comprising background reading material, handouts, and exercise
formats will be provided to the participants.
Venue and Duration:
The duration of the workshop will be of three days from 20-22 November 2019. It will be
organized at the National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development (NIPCCD)
located at 5, Siri Institutional Area, Hauz Khas, (opposite Police Station Hauz Khas) New
Delhi-110016.
Travel, Board and Lodging:
The representatives from voluntary agencies will be reimbursed travel grant up to AC II Tier rail
fare or bus fare by the shortest route to and from Delhi (except Shatabdi/ Duronto/ Rajdhani Express
and AC Bus). The journey by road to the nearest railway station/bus station will be paid to the nonofficial participants on the basis of actual expenditure incurred subject to a limit of Rs.500/- each way.
Local participants will be paid actual expenditure incurred on local conveyance subject to a limit of
Rs.500/- per day. Government representatives will claim their TA/DA from respective
Institutions/Departments. However, the Institute will arrange board and lodging of all outstation
participants at its hostel located in the campus. The hostel accommodation will be available to the
participants for the entire duration of the workshop and a day before and a day after the workshop
i.e. from 19-23 November 2019.
NGO – Partnership System Registration
The NGOs nominating their representatives are expected to have registered under the
NGO Partnership System of Niti Aayog and furnish their Unique ID number in the nomination
proforma. The UID number of Niti Aayog is mandatory for considering the nomination from
Voluntary Organizations.
General Instructions
1. The enclosed nomination form duly filled and sponsored by the competent authority of the
voluntary organization/ government department should reach the Institute at the earliest and
latest by 21st October, 2019. Participants above the age of 60 and below the age of 21 years
and those having educational qualification below graduation should not be nominated.
2. A passport size photograph should be affixed on the nomination form duly attested by the
sponsoring organization.

3. The Institute will confirm the participation on receipt of nominations. Nomination will not be
accepted in case the details regarding participation of the nominee in the earlier
programmes organized at NIPCCD are not mentioned in the Nomination Proforma.
4. The participants will proceed for participation in the workshop only on receiving a
confirmation from the Institute. Participants are requested to confirm the acceptance of their
nominations over telephone/e-mail before proceeding for the workshop in case of non-receipt
of confirmation letter at their end.
5. Confirmed Participants should report for the workshop at 9.15 a.m. on 20th November, 2019
(Wednesday). The programme will conclude on 22nd November, 2019 (Friday) at 5.30
p.m.
6. It is mandatory for all the participants to get one of their identity proofs (Passport/Election
Card/PAN Card/Aadhar Card) and show the same while reporting in the hostel and at the time
of registration for the programme. Government officials may show their official identity
card.
7. The participants from NGOs are required to get a self attested certificate stating that he/she is
medically fit and do not require any support of family members/relatives/care givers during
his/her stay at the hostel.
8. Participants reporting late for the workshop or leaving it before its conclusion would not be
entitled for any Certificate or reimbursement of travel expenses.
9. The Institute will have no responsibilities whatsoever towards boarding and lodging in respect
of family members, relatives or friends of the participants.
Contact Details
All related correspondence regarding the Workshop may be addressed to:
Dr. Rita Patnaik, Joint Director I/c
Women Development Division
National Institute of Public Cooperation & Child Development
5, Siri Institutional Area, Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016
Tele fax: 011-26566995,
PABX: 26963002/26963204/26969010/26602313 Extn. 417 & 418
Email: wdnipccd@gmail.com

