Community-Based Interventions that Improve Newborn Health Outcomes: A Review of Evidence in South Asia

	Overview of Interventions

	Intervention Name
	Lead Agencies
	Focus Areas 

	ANKUR Project 


	Society for Education, Action and Research in Community Health (SEARCH); Save the Children, USA; Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 


	Implemented with a population of around 87,000 people across 91 villages and six slums in Maharashtra, this project replicated community-based newborn care strategies, which involved training and supporting a community-based worker to provide skilled newborn care services, including management of sepsis, birth asphyxia and pneumonia. (2001-2005) 

	Community Led Initiative for Child Survival 


	Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, Sevagram (MGIMS); Aga Khan Foundation, USA
	This intervention mobilized and empowered communities for newborn care, promoted behavior change communication strategies with a focus on antenatal and/or postpartum visits for newborn care, and improved access to maternal and newborn health services through a cadre of community health workers. This intervention was implemented in Wardha district of Maharashtra, covering over 88,000 people. (2003-2008) 

	Saving Newborn Lives 

Initiative (Pakistan) Aka 

the Hala Project 


	Department of Pediatrics & Child Health, Aga Khan University, Pakistan; London School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene; Government of Sindh, Pakistan


	Implemented across Sindh province of Pakistan and covering a population of 138,600, this project focused on community oriented strategies of behaviour change communication, increasing availability of and access to maternal and newborn health services and mobilizing the community to seek services for newborn care. (2003-2005) 

	Home-Based Newborn Care Project 


	Society for Education, Action and Research in Community Health (SEARCH); MacArthur Foundation; Ford sFoundation
	This intervention involved community-based care of newborns through interventions for asphyxia and sepsis prevention and management, provided through a community-based female health worker. It was implemented in Gadchiroli district of Maharashtra across 100 villages with a population of more than 40,000 people. (1995-2003) 

	Community-Based Participatory Intervention to Improve Essential Newborn Care Project 


	Mother and Infant Research Activities (MIRA)
	This is a community-based participatory intervention to improve the health of pregnant mothers and newborn infants in Makwanpur district, Nepal, where women facilitators worked  with village development ommittees and addressed issues of pregnancy, childbirth and newborn health, motivated behavior change in the community and facilitated increased access to maternal and newborn care services. (1999-2003)

	Projahnmo Project 


	Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (JHSPH); International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh; Govt. of Bangladesh 


	Implemented in Sylhet district, Bangladesh and covering a population of 480,000, this project improved newborn health outcomes by addressing healthier practices. It created a cadre of community workers for home-based services and community mobilizers for community-based 

services (including management of newborn illnesses). (2003-2006) 

	Reproductive and Child Health, Nutrition and 

HIV/AIDS (RACHNA) program 


	CARE India; State Govts. (Health and ICDS)
	The program supported ICDS with additional interventions to improve maternal and child health and nutrition services, behaviours and outcomes. It strengthened a set of technical interventions including antenatal care, neonatal care, nutrition and mmunization. The program was implemented across 78 districts in eight states of India and a population of 103 

million people. (2001-2006) 

	Saksham  Project
	Johns Hopkins University, USA; Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj Medical University
	This project was a community-based program in rural India to promote newborn care practices through community mobilization and behavior change communications. Implemented in 299 villages in Shivgarh Block, Raebareli District, Uttar Pradesh, covering 117,000 people. (2003-2007) 

	Saving Newborn Lives Initiative (Bangladesh) 


	Save the Children, Bangladesh; Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC); Bangladesh 

Population and Health Consortium (BPHC); CARE Bangladesh
	This project monitored Low Birth Weight (LBW) babies as part of BRAC’s nutrition facilitation program. It focused on reduction of LBW babies, detecting LBW babies properly and assuring that they get proper nutrition rehabilitation. Implemented in Bangladesh, the population covered is 1.15 million. (2002-2004) 

	Safe Motherhood Applied Research and Training (SMART) Project
	Population Council, Pakistan; National Rural Support Program (NRSP
	The project tested the effects of introducing two service-delivery methods. It worked towards improving health care systems and providing community-based services, which included community empowerment and capacity building of community health workers and traditional 

birth attendants. Implemented in D.G. Khan and Layyah Districts of Pakistan. (2002-2005) 

	TBA Training and Integration on Perinatal 

and Maternal Mortality
	Liaquat University of Medical and Health Sciences, Sindh, Pakistan
	The intervention strengthened TBA training and integration with some reorganization of existing health services and tested its effectiveness in reducing peri-natal mortality. Implemented in rural Larkana district, Pakistan. (1998-1998) 


