Community-Based Interventions to Delay Age of Marriage: A Review of Evidence in India

	Overview of    Interventions

	Intervention Name 
	Lead Agencies
	Focus Areas 



	Development Initiatives on 

Supporting Healthy Adolescents 

(DISHA) 


	International Centre for 

Research on Women (for six local NGOs) 


	This intervention empowered communities with health information and motivated behavior change on age of marriage and first birth. It also increased health services and counseling support and promoted vocational skills and livelihood opportunities. This intervention was done across 200 villages in six districts of Bihar and Jharkhand. (2004 - 2008) 

	Action for Slum Dwellers 

Reproductive Health in Allahabad  (ASRHA) 


	CARE India for local NGOs


	This intervention mobilized and empowered communities with health information and motivated behavior change on age of marriage and first birth. Strategies included increased access to health services, counseling support and capacity building for vocational skills and livelihood opportunities. Implemented in urban slums in Allahabad city in Uttar Pradesh. (1999-2004) 

	Better Life Options Program for

adolescent (BLP)
	CEDPA with 260 local NGOs
	Implemented across several districts of Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, West Bengal, Assam, Maharastra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Orissa, this intervention promoted education of girls (increased enrollment, retention and continuation of education) in addition to mobilization and empowerment of communities with health information and motivated behavior change on age of marriage and first birth. Strategies included increased access to health services and counseling support as well as capacity building for vocational skills and livelihood opportunities. (1987-2004) 

	Increasing Age of Marriage in Maharashtra (Maharashtra Model) 


	Institute of Health Management, Pachod


	Implemented across 17 villages in Aurangabad, Maharashtra, the intervention mobilized and empowered community, provided health services, education and counseling, built vocational skills and provide livelihood opportunities and also provided information and Behavior Change Communication regarding the benefits of delayed marriage. (1996-2006) 

	Promoting Change in Reproductive Behavior in Bihar (PRACHAR)
	Pathfinder International with 30 local NGOs


	This intervention was implemented across 452 villages in Nalanda, Nawada and Patna districts of Bihar. The intervention mobilized and empowered communities, improved access to health services, provided education and counseling services, information and BCC regarding the benefi ts of delayed marriage. (Phase I - 2001-2005)


